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1 . S3 This communication is responsive to amendment filed on April 26. 2004 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 11.13-17 and 28 . 

3. E] The drawings filed on 03 September 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Reasons For Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 11,13 and 28 are allowable over the prior art of record because the 
teachings of the references taken as a whole do not teach or render obvious the 
combination set forth, including that the connector includes a back up ring (claim 1 1 
and 28) or a compression ring (claim 1 3). 

Church (US 4,696,498) discloses a connection comprising a pin (54) having pin 
threads, formed externally and extending along a frustoconical surface from a 
starting point and terminating adjacent the pin end. That external surface has an 
outside diameter no greater than the outside diameter of a major length of the pin 
member. The pin includes a pin nose at the free end having an inclined nose 
section. 

A box member (54) includes a threaded surface to be engaged with the pin- 
threaded surface. This box-threaded surface extends along a frustoconical surface 
from a starting point and terminating adjacent the box end or in the opposite 
direction of the pin threaded surface. The box includes an annular inclined shoulder 
formed internally the box. 

An external seal is located between the pin and the box element. It is located 
adjacent the starting point of the pin threaded surface and the box end. 

An internal seal is located adjacent the starting point of the box threaded surface 
and the pin end. The pin and box threads are confined between the external and 
internal seals. 
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However, Church fails to disclose that the external seal comprises an annular 
elastomeric seal disposed between the pin and the box. Church discloses that the 
elastomeric seal, the external seal, is located at the middle and at the end of the 
threaded connection. 

Feisthamel (US 1,590,357) teaches that is known in the art to have an external 
seal that includes an annular elastomeric seal (13) disposed between the pin and 
the box. 

However, the combination fails to disclose the use of a back-up ring or 
compression ring to give more strength to the threaded connection. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments 
on Statement of Reasons for Allowance. " 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number is 703-305- 
9747. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Stodola can be reached on 703-308-2686. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
306-5771. ~ 

Carlos Lugo 
AU 3677 

DANIEL P. 8T0D0LA 

May 3, 2004. SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 


